SOUTH CHINA COMMUNITY CHURCH
Rev. Paul Harwath, Pastor

PASTOR’S MESSAGE
Thinking about Advent. The word “Advent”
means "coming" or "arrival." The focus of the
entire season is the celebration of the birth of
Jesus the Christ in His First Advent, and the
anticipation of the return of Christ the King in
His Second Advent. Thus, Advent is far more
than simply marking a 2,000 year-old event in
history. It is celebrating a truth about God, the
revelation of God in Christ, whereby all of
creation might be reconciled to God. That is a
process in which we take part to build our
excitement with anticipation of our Lord’s
coming. So don’t miss your chance to be with
us this season. - God‘s blessings and love,
Pastor Paul

November 2014
have also decided to step down, and like me,
are hoping someone will step forward to
replace them. Sheldon has served many terms
as the Building & Grounds Chair. He has done
an excellent job at keeping things running and
making improvements to our church, with the
help of others, of course. Diane has done an
excellent job advertising for our church, which
is only one of the duties the Communications
& Outreach position encompasses. The people
who assume these positions will have big
shoes to fill, but I am positive that God and
the members of the church will help them
through it.
I am appreciative for the new faces in our
church. Some may have been just for the
summer, but just the same, it is wonderful! It
is great to see people committing their lives to
Jesus, to want to follow in His ways. New
talents are always welcome and appreciated.
If you feel the calling to help build the church
or serve in any way, bring your ideas to Pastor
Paul, a Council member, or someone on the
Growth Committee.

CHURCH COUNCIL NEWS
President’s Report:
It’s hard to believe that a year has gone by.
This will be my last entry into the newsletter
for a while since I am stepping down as
Council President. I have learned so much
more about our church and the workings of it
while serving in this position. I would like to
thank
everyone
for
giving
me
that
opportunity. Everyone has been so supportive
in helping me fulfill my duties as President. I
continue to thank God for all of His continued
blessings upon me, us, and His church! We are
truly a “Family of God” here at the South
China Community Church!
I have to give special thanks to Sheldon
Goodine and Diane Rawson for their years of
service to the church and its upkeep. They

Speaking of which, the Growth Committee led by Pastor Emeritus Jim Ferrone and Jack
Kurtzman - has been working diligently to try
to bring more people to Christ. The “NameTag Sunday” went over well, and I feel it is
time for another one soon. It definitely does
help us put names to faces,
especially the new faces.
“Family Game Night” has
been a lot of fun for
those in attendance. It
would be nice to see
more people join in the fun though.
There are so many things that have happened
or are in the process of happening that I can't
mention them all. Thank you to everyone who
has helped with the events and the building of
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the church. Keep your eyes, ears, and heart
open to upcoming events and new ideas.
It has been a wonderful year. I pray that God
continues to bless the church and those who
lead it in the future. I will continue to serve
His church in any way I can.
As always, with God's will, the church and the
people within it will continue to grow and
prosper. Our God is an awesome God. He will
lead us through anything. All we have to do is
ask. - In Christian Love, Paula Kimball-Vigue,
President
Missions & Benevolence:
At the end of October, we had expended
$1,967.96 from our budgeted funds. Because
we no longer support the families we were
assisting, we are currently well below budget.
In October, we provided funds for the
purchase of an “estate” good condition, used
washer for a local family.
A special “thank you” to
those who donated food for
the Thanksgiving baskets
we
prepared
for
two
families. The turkeys and a
Hannaford gift certificate
to another family were
provided from the Benevolence Fund.
I have not heard from the School Counselor
for new family information. However, through
a call to Rosie, we now have a family (mother
& one boy) to help; Rosie will purchase meat
and veggies for them starting this month.
Thanks to those who support this mission; you
can leave your donations in the chest in the
entry.
We will be doing Christmas gifts for our new
family, the “Bunk Bed” Family, and possibly a
family from the Homeless Shelter. Marge has
done a preliminary size listing and will have a
revised list later.
I have made two deliveries to the Homeless
Shelter and they are most appreciative of our
support. Thanks to those who have been
supporting this new mission.

Please be aware of the “Any Soldier” donation
can that Joan Ferrone has in Memorial Hall.
We do owe our support to those who have
given so much for us and the recent Veteran’s
Day was a reminder of our debt to those
presently serving, those who have served and
especially those who gave their lives for our
freedom.
Thanks to Joan for bringing the “Socks
for Seniors” to our attention. Please drop
your donations in the box she has
provided and she will get them
delivered before Christmas.
Again, the Benevolence Committee thanks
those who so generously respond to our
request for donations to our various missions.
If you know of a local family that could use
some help, please let me know. Thanks for
your sharing and caring and “God Bless.” –
Glenna Jordan, Deacon/Benevolence Chair
Building & Grounds:
The work of the Building & Grounds
Committee is almost done for this year. The
only remaining project is to build the
permanent shelving in the old hot air furnace
area; the materials have been purchased.
The crawl space under the sanctuary has
finally been spray-foamed to stop all of the
cold air that infiltrated the area. This work was
done with money from the Meader Family
Trust, which also purchased the materials for
the above-mentioned shelving.
This will be my last year as Chairman of the
Building & Grounds Committee. I have served
more than twice the amount of time allowed
by our by-laws. I started in 2002, the last year
of a three-year term; there is still one more
year left in the current term. I have enjoyed
serving as Chair and will miss it; however, I
would like to remain on Building & Grounds to
help with any projects or needs of the new
chairman. Thank you for your confidence in
me. “Prayer does move mountains, but
sometimes God hands us a shovel.” - Sheldon
Goodine, Chair
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Christian Education:
Sunday school is going well, with seven
children attending. Currently, they are
learning about Abraham and his descendants;
soon we will be reviewing the Lord’s Prayer
and the order of service for a complete
understanding of their meanings. We hope to
do a presentation (possibly with the Adult
Bible Study) next month. - Blessings, Joan
Ferrone, Christian Education Chair
“Socks for Seniors”
During the next few weeks, we will be
collecting new socks for the seniors in our
area. The socks will be delivered to a nursing
home or other facility in time for Christmas. If
anyone has a preferred place for our
donations, please let me know; otherwise I
will ask the organization "Socks for Seniors" to
assign me one. There will be a box in
Fellowship Hall for your donation. Thanks in
advance. - Joan
Adopt a Platoon
We have sent another $28 and will be sending
an additional $28 soon. Thank you for the
overwhelming support. God loves a cheerful
giver. – Joan
Shawls for Cancer Patients
Six shawls were recently donated to The
Alfond Cancer Center, which is so
very appreciative. We hope to
keep this project going for a long
time, so keep those needles and
hooks
going
ladies!
How
fortunate are we to be able to
do this? - Joan Ferrone, Chair of
Christian Education

Communications & Outreach:
The year is almost over and it sure has flown!
My 2nd term is officially over December 2015,
but I am looking for an early replacement due
to other commitments right now. Please speak
to me if you are interested in becoming a
Council member.
This fall we had a really fun Halloween party,
which was on Game Night. Pictures will be
posted on: southchinacommunitychurch.org

We also had our 3rd Annual Dessert Auction to
purchase goodies from each other for the
holidays, as well as a corned beef harvest
dinner in October. Thank you to everyone who
participated - it was a lot of fun.
We are now working on creating
an updated directory (thanks to
Pastor Paul) with photos to
match names/faces. To provide
or update your contact information
(including
e-mail),
please see me or Glenna Jordan. Also, if you’d
like to be on a Flock, please speak to Glenna.
The Growth Committee (a subcommittee of
Communications & Outreach) has been
meeting about every two weeks to brainstorm
ideas about how to grow our church. Some of
the recent ideas include a “Game Night” open
to SCCC and the community, held every 3rd
Friday from 6PM-8PM; invite your friends for
games, fun and snacks.
We’re also working on creating Welcome
Packets for new visitors with information about
our church, some “goodies”, etc. Some other
ideas for community involvement include a
Compassion International workshop on how
people in the rest of the world live and how we
could make a difference, even in simple ways.
Next Christmas season we are hoping to do a
series on “What Really Matters in Christmas”
which Jenny Clair has presented before. If you
have any ideas to bring to the Committee or
want to serve in this group, please see Jim
Ferrone or Jack Kurtzman.
I want to thank my Committee members who
have done so much—Lisa Montagna with the
website, Jayne Winters with the newsletters,
Bernie Welch (my fill-in while I snowbird),
Joyce Goodine with advertising, Glenna Jordan
with Flock Lists and upkeep, Beth Preston with
Facebook, and anyone else I may have
missed. Communicating and reaching out to
others is really a group effort, so thank you for
making people feel welcome at our church!
Have a blessed Thanksgiving and Christmas
and thank you for allowing me to serve you.
- In Christ’s love and power, Diane WebberRawson
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Worship Committee:
First of all, it has been a wonderful three
years. I have been humbled and helped so
much along the way. Some changes
implemented since I became Committee Chair
include a new sound system, new banners and
stands, and revisions to the bulletin format.
The Worship Committee is still working on
coordinating the music with the message each
week; comments and suggestions are always
appreciated. If there is a song that you would
like as a hymn, please fill out a comment card
or speak to me or any of the other members
about it. Unfortunately, the contemporary
service which had been held on the first
Sunday evening of every month is no longer
taking place due to low attendance. It was
always a good time... relaxed and full of
joyous music. A new service idea is being
discussed and will be announced at the
upcoming annual meeting.
I have asked for volunteers for the
Offertory Scripture Readings and the
Children's Messages for 2015. I was
planning to have a draft by the end
of September, but am hoping more
people will come forward, especially
for the Children’s Message. If you have a way
with speaking to children of all ages, please
come and see me or Pastor Paul. I am sure
those that are currently on the list would love
to have others join in. I will be creating a
“draft” schedule by mid-December, so please
come forward by the end of November.
For the past three years, I have typed the
service portion of the weekly bulletin. Rosie
has offered to assume this responsibility, so
whoever replaces me will not have to worry
about it. I have spoken with Pastor Paul about
this and he will be writing the Prayer of
Meditation, Call to Worship, Prayer of
Confession, and the Assurance of Forgiveness
for Rosie. The songs and the message will be
written down for her as well.
Some items still to be considered for the
future are a new camera for recording our
services (the one we have is getting really
tired and tends to put snow on the recordings)
and new numbers to post our hymns.

Donations to go toward these projects can be
made and put into the offering plate. Just
mention “worship,” “camera,” or “hymn
numbers” so that Ron knows where to put the
donation.
Once again, I have continued to seek help
from many people this year and am very
appreciative for all the help and support given
by the members of the Committee and the
congregation. I would not be able to do my job
without it and the support from our Lord
above. Thank you!
In closing, I wish to acknowledge our God's
hands in every aspect of worship. I thank Him
for blessing me with such a wonderful church
family. Once again, “Thank you!” to everyone
who has been using their gifts and talents to
praise God each and every day and for a
wonderful 2014 year. Who knows, maybe God
will lead me back to serving on the Council in
the future? - In Christian Love, Paula KimballVigue, Elder of Worship
Music Ministry:
Dominus Vobiscum: “The Lord be with you”
Western music traces its beginnings to the
Christian Church. The history of western music
and the church go hand-in-hand. In the 5th
century, as the Bible took shape at the Council
of Nicea, so also the
codification of music began,
tailored for use in church
ritual. Before this, we find
references to the presence
of music in the Bible where
David cures Saul’s madness
by playing the harp (1
Samuel 16:14-23) and the
trumpet blasts of Joshua
topple Jericho’s walls (Joshua 6:1-27).
The Greek doctrine of ethos was founded on
the conviction that music affects character.
The music we use in church today spans the
distance of over 1500 years. From the chants
of Ambrose (pre-Gregorian) to Twila Paris, our
service music comes from many periods in
time. Different music speaks to different
people. Our musical tastes are quite personal
(and quite opinionated). Fifth century chant
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still finds a comfortable place during the
services of Holy Week. The hymns of the 19th
and 20th centuries can strike a more personal
chord conjuring childhood memories and
reminiscent images of people and places.
Though the character of the
music
may
change,
its
purpose does not. Music is
the vehicle in which words
penetrate deeper. Words are
given an added texture and
greater articulation when sung. Of course,
singing requires more effort than the standard
prayer, yet it is more memorable. Is not the
most distinctive element in Christmas and
Advent Services the carols we sing? No Easter
Service is complete without certain hymns.
Music is imbedded in Christian liturgy, dogma
and history. It is also a meaningful aspect of
our humble Sunday Service. Some things do
not change. - Yours in Christ, Chris Faris,
Choir Director

Finance & Stewardship:
I’m happy to report that SCCC is doing pretty
well financially, thanks to our generous
congregation. We have brought in ~$11,000
more than projected, which means that we
have made up ~$3,000 toward the $8,000 we
borrowed from our Memorial Fund account at
the start of the year. Pledges are on target
and we’re ~$1,000 ahead with loose offerings.
Thank you for your loyal support and
generosity!
As far as spending goes, we have spent ~93%
of our budget, leaving 7% for projected
expenses for the remainder of 2014. Much of
our spending included some major one-time
expenditure Building & Grounds projects and
on-going advertising for our community
events. We do not anticipate any more large
expenditures during this calendar year. Our
current bank balances are as follows:
Checking
Savings
Faith Ames Fund
Memorial Funds
Meader Trust

$ 7,747.35*
$ 3,857.89
$ 2,103.68
$54,442.82
$34,121.48

*Includes $8,000 from Memorial Fund

Thank you for entrusting me with this
important responsibility for our church. Respectfully, Janet Preston, Finance Chair

Life’s a learning experience…
I've learned that I like my teacher because
she cries when we sing "Silent Night.” - Age 5
I've learned that our dog doesn't want to eat
my broccoli either. - Age 7
I've learned that when I wave to people in the
country, they stop what they are doing and
wave back. - Age 9
I've learned that just when I get my room the
way I like it, Mom makes me clean it up again.
- Age 12
I've learned that if you
want to cheer yourself up,
you should try cheering
someone else up. - Age 14
I've learned that although it's hard to admit it,
I'm secretly glad my parents are strict with
me. - Age 15
I've learned that silent company is often more
healing than words of advice. - Age 24
I've learned that brushing my child's hair is
one of life's great pleasures. - Age 26
I've learned that wherever I go, the world's
worst drivers have followed me there. - Age
29
I've learned that if someone says something
unkind about me, I must live so that no one
will believe it. - Age 30
I've learned that there are people who love
you dearly, but just don't know how to show
it. - Age 42
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I've learned that you can make someone's day
by simply sending them a little note. - Age 44
I've learned that children and
grandparents are natural allies. Age 47
I've learned that no matter what
happens, or how bad it seems today, life does
go on and it will be better tomorrow. - Age 48

I've learned that every day you should reach
out and touch someone. People love that
human touch - holding hands, a warm hug, or
just a friendly pat on the back. - Age 90
I've learned that I still have a lot to learn. Age 92
Until God opens the next door, Praise Him
in the hallway!

I've learned that singing "Amazing Grace" can
lift my spirits for hours. - Age 49
I've learned that you can tell a lot about a
man by the way he handles these three
things: a rainy day, lost luggage and tangled
Christmas tree lights. - Age 51
I've
learned
that
regardless
of
your
relationship with your parents, you miss them
terribly after they die. - Age 53
I've learned that making a living is not the
same thing as making a life. - Age 58
I've learned that if you want to do something
positive for your children, work to improve
your marriage. - Age 61
I've learned that life sometimes gives you a
second chance. - Age 62
I've learned that you shouldn't go
through life with a catcher's mitt on
both hands. You need to be able to
throw something back. - Age 64

WEB SITES:
Carl Schroeder has created a website to share
original Christian music submitted by Christian
song-writers. The website, www.my-christianmusic.com, has been running for about a year and
now has twelve song-writers represented, with
more being added as submissions are received.
Songs on the site can be played and downloaded.
Many songs are accompanied by
sheet music that can also be
downloaded. You’ll find music by
Carl, Diane and Chris, as well as
music from Australia and India. Please share this
with your friends and help this music ministry to
grow.

I've learned that if you pursue happiness, it
will elude you. But if you focus on your family,
the needs of others, your work, meeting new
people, and doing the very best you can,
happiness will find you. - Age 65
I've learned that whenever I decide something
with kindness, I usually make the right
decision. - Age 66
I've learned that everyone can use a prayer. Age 72
I've learned that even when I have pains, I
don't have to be one. - Age 82

For each right answer you submit to a
variety of questions/topics, rice is
donated through World Food
Program to help end hunger:
http://freerice.org
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Click on answers to questions & dog
kibble, cat food, and/or litter will
be provided to animal shelters:
www.freekibble.com
www.freekibblekat.com
www.freekatlitter.com

Fisher House Foundation is best
known for a network of comfort
homes where military & veterans’
families can stay at no cost while
a loved one is receiving treatment.
Check out the site to see how you can help:
www.fisherhouse.org

The four outer candles of the wreath represent the
four weeks of Advent, weeks which symbolize the
four centuries of waiting between the prophet
Malachi and the birth of Christ.
There are three purple candles and one rose candle.
The purple candles represent the royalty/majesty of
Jesus Christ as King, King of Kings. Purple also
represents prayer, pertinence, and preparation.
The weekly progression of the lighting of the candles
symbolizes our preparation, prayer, penitence, hope
and expectation of Jesus Christ’s first Advent of
coming into the world and the anticipation of Jesus
Christ’s Second Advent of coming to judge the living
and the dead.
The light that gets brighter each week and climaxes
on Christmas Day with the lighting of the “Christ
Candle” signifies that Christ is The Light of the
World.
First Sunday
The Candle of “Hope” or “Expectation” is lighted,
scripture is read, a devotional may be given, and
prayer is offered.

The Meaning/Symbolism of the Advent Wreath
The Advent Wreath is made of various evergreens life everlasting. The circle of the wreath has no
beginning and has no end: eternal life through our
Savior, Jesus Christ.

We have hope because God is faithful and will keep
the promises made to us. Our Hope comes from God.
Romans 15:12-13

• Holly reminds us of the Crown of Thorns that were
place on the head of Jesus at His crucifixion.

Second Sunday
The “Candle of Love” (or in other traditions, the
“Candle of Peace” or the “Candle of Preparation”) is
lighted, scripture is read, a devotional may be given,
and prayer is offered.

• Red holly berries represent sacrifice, sacrificial
love; the blood of Christ which was shed for us on
the cross.

Preparation means to ‘get ready.’ Help us to be
ready to welcome You, O God!
Luke 3:4-6

• Pinecones and nuts represent symbolize life and
resurrection through Jesus Christ.

Third Sunday
The Rose or Pink Candle of Joy is lighted, scripture is
read, a devotional may be given, and prayer is
offered.

• Cedar represents healing and strength.

• Laurel represents victory over persecution,
suffering, and death.

The Angels sang a message of Joy
Luke 2:7-15
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Fourth Sunday
The “Candle of Peace” (or in other traditions, the
“Candle of Love”) is lighted, scripture is read, a
devotional may be given, and prayer is offered.
God sent His only Son to earth to save us, because
God loves us!
John 3:16-17
On Christmas Eve or Christmas Day the central
white “Christ Candle” is lighted, scripture is read, a
devotional may be given, and prayer is offered.
The white candle reminds us that Jesus is the sinless,
spotless Lamb of God, sent to wash away our sins!
His birth was for his death; His death was for our
birth!
John 1:29
John 3:1-8
There are many different Advent Wreath traditions.
The most important thing about the Advent Wreath
is not the candles, the candleholders, the wreath....
the most important thing is the Circle of Family and
Friends praying around the Advent Wreath.
The Christ Candle in the center reminds
us that Jesus Christ should always be in
the center of our lives! Jesus Christ is
the true meaning of Christmas –
Giving!



WOMEN’S STUDY GROUP A – 11AM, 2ND & 4TH
WEDNESDAYS: DEC 10 & 24 – JAN 14 & 28 –
FEB 11 & 25



WOMEN’S STUDY GROUP B – 6PM, EVERY OTHER
SUNDAY: DEC 7 & 21 – JAN 4 & 18 – FEB 1 & 15



CHURCH COUNCIL MEETINGS - 6:30PM, 2ND
WEDNESDAY: DEC 10 – JAN 14 – FEB 11



KOINONIA (FAMILY NIGHT) - 6:00PM, 3RD
WEDNESDAY: DEC 17 – JAN 21 – FEB 18



NOV 26: THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE @6PM



NOV 29: HANGING OF THE GREENS, 10AM WITH
PIZZA LUNCH



NOV 30 (5TH SUNDAY OF THE MONTH): PASTOR’S
DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS



NOV 30: ADVENT #1 (ENVELOPES IN MEMORIAL
HALL) + SPECIAL CAKE AT FELLOWSHIP TO
RECOGNIZE NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS &
ANNIVERSARIES



DEC 7: ADVENT #2



DEC 14: ADVENT #3



DEC 17: POSSIBLE FAMILY NIGHT DINNER WITH
RICHARD PRESTON SPEAKING ON HIS TRIP TO
HAITI



DEC 21: ADVENT #4



DEC 24: CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE @7PM



DEC 28: SPECIAL CAKE AT FELLOWSHIP TO
RECOGNIZE DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS &
ANNIVERSARIES



DEADLINE FOR NEXT NEWSLETTER: FEB 16,
2015

Source: http://www.bible-basics-layers-ofunderstanding.com/Advent-Wreath.html



COMMUNION: DEC 7 –JAN 4 - FEB 1



MEN’S STUDY GROUP - 6:30PM, 2ND & 4TH
TUESDAYS: DEC 9 & 23 – JAN 13 & 27 – FEB 10
& 24
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More Christmas Symbols & Their Meanings:
• Red and green are the two main Christmas colors. The
blood shed by Jesus Christ during his crucifixion is
symbolized by the color red, while green symbolizes the
eternal life of Christ.
• The Christmas star, also known as the
Star of Bethlehem, revealed the birth of
Jesus to the three wise men and also
guided them to Bethlehem. A heavenly
sign of prophecy fulfilled long, long ago the shining hope of mankind.
• The meaning of the Christmas tree is interpreted in
many ways. The most popular beliefs are that the needles
of the tree point towards heaven, symbolizing man's
connection with the Lord, and since it is an evergreen
tree, it signifies abundant life throughout the year.
• Christmas bells are believed to announce the arrival of
baby Jesus and mark the beginning of the holiday season.
The tinkling sound of bells guides the lost sheep back to
the fold, just like the Lord would guide us to walk in His
ways.
• The Candle is a mirror of starlight, reflecting our thanks
for the star of Bethlehem. It also brings light and warmth
in the cold winters.
• The Candy Cane is traditionally striped in red
and white colors, believed to symbolize the
shepherd's hook used to bring the lambs
back to their fold. In modern times, people
believe it represents an inverted "J" of Jesus Christ.
• The Wreath is a symbol of the never-ending eternal
value of love - the eternal love of the Lord.
• In Greek, the word 'angel' means 'messenger.' According to popular belief, angels had an important role to play
in Christmas as they brought the news of the birth of
Christ child to the shepherds.
• Poinsettias are popular Christmas
decorations having deep red-colored,
star shaped leaves. Due to its shape, it
is commonly associated with the star of
Bethlehem.

• Holly is believed to symbolize the crown of thorns worn
by Christ during crucifixion. It is a religious symbol and is
used as an offering to God.
• The Manger depicts the birth scene of the Lord. Hay,
grass, figurines of baby Jesus, Mother Mary, Joseph,
angels, and the Three Wise Men are used to recreate the
scene of Christ's birth.
• The first Christmas gifts were given
by the Three Wise Men to baby
Jesus, thus giving rise to the custom
of exchanging gifts.
• The Gift Bow is tied as we should all be tied - together in
bonds of good will forever.
•Icicles. Baby Jesus had taken shelter under a pine tree.
When the tree realized that it was giving shelter to the
Lord, it let out tears of happiness which froze to form
icicles. They are now used as a popular tree decoration
during Christmas.
Source: http://www.buzzle.com/articles/christmassymbols-and-their-meanings.html

A Christmas Prayer
Loving Father, Help us remember the birth
of Jesus,
That we may share in the song of the angels,
The gladness of the shepherds,
And worship of the wise men.
Close the door of hate
And open the door of love all over the world.
Let kindness come with every gift
And good desires with every greeting.
Deliver us from evil by the blessing, which Christ
brings
And teach us to be merry with clear hearts.
May the Christmas morning make us
Happy to be thy children
And Christmas evening bring us
To our beds with grateful thoughts
Forgiving and forgiven For Jesus sake. Amen.
- Robert Louis Stevenson
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“I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never
walk in darkness, but will have
the light of life.”
- John 8:12

South China Community Church
246 Village Street, PO Box 335
South China, ME 04358

southchinacommunitychurch.org
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